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June 2, 2020 
 
Hon. Ralph Northam 
Governor 
Commonwealth of Virginia 
P.O. Box 1475 
Richmond, VA 23218 
 
Dear Governor Northam: 
 
On behalf of the Distilled Spirits Council of the United States, the national trade association representing 
producers and marketers of distilled spirits sold in the United States, and the Virginia Restaurant, Lodging 
& Travel Association we are writing to ask for your support in making the “Cocktails To Go” executive 
order permanent.  Since your action to permit cocktails to go, states around the country have followed 
your lead and are now permitting this vital hospitality industry lifeline. 
 
You and the general assembly have taken extraordinary measures to protect Virginia’s citizens and help 
slow the spread of COVID-19. As you know, tens of thousands of hospitality businesses across the country 
including restaurants, bars, distilleries, and their retail sales operations and tasting rooms have been 
temporarily closed for several weeks. Restaurants are an economic engine in Virginia, creating thousands 
of jobs throughout the commonwealth. As a result of COVID-19 closures, however, many restaurants have 
been forced to furlough or lay off employees. Some restaurants may be faced with the tough decision to 
permanently close their doors, which is why making cocktails to go permanent is such an important policy 
consideration at this time. 
 
The guidelines that you have put in place serve as the foundation for legislation that could be considered 
by the General Assembly. These guidelines have permitted on-premise licensees to sell for off-premises 
consumption any beverage alcohol product that can be sold for on-premise consumption, provided it is 
accompanied by a food order, is in a closed and sealed container or an original container of any size and 
complies with local open container laws. The opportunity for restaurants to sell distilled spirits mixed 
drinks for carry-out and delivery has been a valuable economic lifeline during these past few weeks and 
should be continued. According to the National Restaurant Association, sales at restaurants were down 
78% in the first few weeks of the nationwide lockdown, causing restaurants to lay off 86% of employees. 
Clearly, this has had a devastating impact on the over 378,600 people employed by restaurants in Virginia. 

In sum, we fully appreciate that you are faced with the challenge of how to strike a careful balance of 
protecting the health of citizens, while also re-establishing the financial health of your state and local 
economies. In our view, continuing cocktails to go on a permanent basis will provide the much-needed 
assistance for the hospitality industry in Virginia. 
 
As Americans are doing their part to combat COVID 19, staying at home and practicing social distancing, 
we are reminding those who choose to enjoy alcohol, to do so in moderation and responsibly. 
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On behalf of America’s distilling industry and the Virginia hospitality industry, we greatly appreciate the 
leadership you have shown, and appreciate your consideration of our views. Should you have any 
questions or if you would like to discuss this in more detail, please do not hesitate to contact us.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

     
 
Chris Swonger        
President & CEO  
Distilled Spirits Council of the United States 
chris.swonger@distilledspirits.org 
       

      

 
Eric Terry  
President & CEO 
Virginia Restaurant, Lodging & Travel Association 
eric@vrlta.org 

 
 
 


