
 
 
 

Virginia Department of Public Health: http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/ 
 

Virginia Restaurant Lodging Travel Association Information: https://www.vrlta.org/ 
 

Virginia Governor website: https://www.governor.virginia.gov/ 
 

3/24/2020 - Closure of all dining and congregation areas in restaurants, dining establishments, food 
courts, breweries, microbreweries, distilleries, wineries, tasting rooms, and farmers markets effective 
11:59 p.m., Tuesday, March 24, 2020 until 11:59 p.m., Thursday, April 23, 2020. Restaurants, dining 
establishments, food courts, breweries, microbreweries, distilleries, wineries, tasting rooms, and 
farmers markets may continue to offer delivery and take-out services. 

 

Effective 11:59 p.m., Tuesday, March 24, 2020 until 11:59 p.m., Thursday, April 23, 2020, all public and 
private in person gatherings of 10 or more individuals are prohibited. 

 
Dining and On-Site Alcohol Establishments 

 

3/24/2020 - All dining and congregation areas in the following establishments must close to the public 

beginning at 11:59 PM on Tuesday, March 24, 2020. These establishments may continue to offer 

delivery and/or takeout services. Establishments include: 

 

 Restaurants; 

 Dining establishments; 

 Food courts; 

 Farmers markets; 

 Breweries; 

 Microbreweries; 

 Distilleries; 

 Wineries; and 

 Tasting rooms 

 
Public and Private Gatherings 

 

Beginning 11:59 PM on March 24, gatherings of more than ten people are banned statewide. Governor 

Northam is urging Virginians to limit all non-essential travel outside the home, if and when possible. 

Those with chronic health conditions or aged 65 or older should self-quarantine. 
 

 Executive Order Fifty-Three:  

https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/EO-53-  

Temporary-Restrictions-Due-To-Novel-Coronavirus-(COVID-19).pdf 

 FAQ’s about Executive Order Fifty-Three:  

https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/governor-of-virginia/pdf/Frequently-  

Asked-Questions-Regarding-EO-53.pdf 
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Information for Food Establishments: 

 
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/13/2020/03/VDH-Interim-Guidance-COVID-19.pdf 

 

Helpful Tips and Information for Food Establishments: 

 
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/20/2020/03/COVID-19-Food-Establishment-Poster.pdf 

 

Ways to Encourage Social Distancing in a Food Establishment 

 Arrange seating to allow for at least six (6) feet of distance between tables/booths 

 Reduce seating to no more than 10 patrons 

 Suspend service to standing patrons and bar seating 

 Consider allowing only takeout or delivery orders during a portion of your day 

 Consider partnering with an online food ordering or delivering platform 

 Discourage large dining parties 

Suggested Control Measures to Reduce the Spread of COVID-19 in Food Establishments  
 
Perform routine environmental cleaning 

 Routinely clean frequently touched surfaces, including menus and digital ordering systems, condiment 
containers, salt and pepper shakers, countertops, doors and door handles, etc., with the cleaners that 
are EPA-approved for emerging viral pathogens. Use all cleaning products according to the directions 
on the label. 

 
Provide additional precautions for customers within the establishment 

 Make sure to keep employee and customer bathrooms stocked with soap and paper 
towels. Handwashing is one of the best ways to prevent COVID-19 transmission. 

 Ensure adequate supply and convenient placement of alcohol-based hand sanitizers for use 
by customers inside food establishment. 

 Provide extra supplies of napkins or tissues for customers to use when coughing or sneezing. 

 If customer self-service is done within the establishment, consider additional employee oversight 
so contaminated surfaces can be cleaned, and any contaminated food or utensils can be 
removed. 

Based on volume and peak usage of self-service areas, replace utensils in these areas more 
frequently. Ensure food in self-service areas is properly protected using covers and sneeze shields. 

 
 

FAIRFAX 
 

City of Fairfax website: https://www.fairfaxva.gov/ 
 

3/25 - The Mayor and City Council of Fairfax has issued a Declaration of Local Emergency that 
will remain effective until June 10, 2020. 
https://www.fairfaxva.gov/home/showdocument?id=14976 

 

RICHMOND 
 

Richmond Department of Health: http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/richmond-city/ 
 

The city of Richmond recommends limiting on-site service in establishments that serve food and drink 
within city limits; proposes amnesty on penalties and interest for most local taxes.  
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